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Across the world, trans women have been subjected to discrimination, criminalization, and
institutional violence. They often face social exclusion, violations of their human rights, and
transphobia. In many cases, these factors lead to them working in highly criminalized informal
economies, such as the drug trade, sex work, or sex for survival. As a result, police profile them
as being dangerous, making them more vulnerable to police abuse and to being incarcerated.
While data is sorely lacking, our research indicates that trans women are overrepresented in
prison as compared to other groups, and they are much more likely to suffer abuse and violence
behind bars than other populations. In addition to the challenges that incarceration imposes on
any person deprived of liberty, trans women face particular challenges with regard to housing,
their identification, body searches, access to medical services, privacy, and conjugal visits,
among other issues. Despite this situation, trans women who have been deprived of liberty
have demonstrated their capacity for agency and created organizations to defend their rights. In
countries such as Argentina, Mexico, and Uruguay, groups of trans women are building a social
movement based on different types of resistance and the development of political agendas.

Meanwhile, the absence of standards and public policies to protect the rights of trans women
deprived of liberty is widespread in Latin American countries. The lack of disaggregated
data, efforts to monitor this population’s situation of vulnerability, and related studies have
deepened ignorance about these realities and hindered public policy design. Given the dearth
of information on this issue, this report explores the framework of rights protection for trans
women deprived of liberty, the statistical data available, structural inequalities existing prior to
detention, living conditions in contexts of confinement, post-release social reintegration, trans
women’s experiences of agency, along with good practices in the region. Furthermore, the report
provides public policy recommendations to guarantee the full exercise of this population’s
dignity and protection of its human rights.
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Glossary

Cisgender/Cissexual: Term used to refer to people whose gender identity and
expression, with which they identify and build their lives, is aligned with the sex they
were assigned at birth.'

Gender: Element that determines social relations and the meanings that bodies will
have based on the perception of sex-based differences, stemming from the specific
doctrines—religious, educational, scientific, legal, and political—of a particular
culture, and which frequently establishes binary and fixed categories of “masculine”
and “feminine.”* The term is also used more broadly to denote a range of identities that
do not necessarily correspond to established ideas of male and female.

Gender expression: The outward manifestation of traits that, in a given society at a
specific time and in a specific place, are considered patterns appropriate to each gender
and that allow for presuming a person’s gender identity.> Some gender expressions
include posture, dress, manner of speech, gestures, ways of interacting with others,
and makeup.

Gender identity: Each person’s deeply felt internal and individual experience of
gender, which may or may not correspond with the sex they were assigned at birth.
This includes a person’s own sense of their body and may, or may not, involve the freely
chosen modification of bodily appearance or function by medical means—through
surgery, hormones, or other means. It also includes the use of gender expressions, such
as dress or speech patterns.*

LGBTI+: Acronym that refers to the population that is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Trans (including Transgender, Transsexual, and Travesti), Intersex, and other people
embracing sexual and gender diversity. (In some countries, the terms transsexual and
travesti have a derogatory connation and should be avoided. See below for additional
information.)

Sex: Sex is the social construction, in the field of biology, that classifies a person at
birth as male or female based on the body’s characteristics, which are of a genetic,
hormonal, anatomic, and physiological nature.’

Sex assigned at birth: Category of sex assigned socially and legally at birth based
on the perception that other people—primarily, medical personnel—have about the
infant’s genitals.®

Sexual orientation: Each person’s capacity to feel an emotional, affectional, and
sexual attraction to, and engage in intimate and sexual relations with, individuals of a
different gender, the same gender, or more than one gender.”

Stereotype: Set of generalizations and/or preconceptions about the characteristics
or roles of a person that are attributed to them because they appear to belong to a
specific social group.® In this sense, the term “gender stereotypes” is used when men
and women are attributed with characteristics, attitudes, and expectations based on

Women, Drug Policy and Incarceration - Policy briefing | Trans women deprived of liberty

121



their apparent sex and/or gender.’

Trans: An umbrella term frequently used to describe and group together the multiple
gender identities of people whose common denominator is the fact that their sex
assigned at birth does not align with their self-acknowledged identity."” Therefore,
it does not include as a criterion the existence of bodily transformations, surgical
interventions, or medical treatments, whether surgical and/or hormonal. The term
trans women typically refers to persons whose sex assigned at birth was male while
their gender identity is female."'

Transgender: People who feel and conceive of themselves as having a gender identity
different from the identity that is predominantly associated with their bodies’ genitals
or physiological characteristics."

Travesti/transvestite: Refers to people who express their gender identity—whether
on a permanent or temporary basis—by using clothing and attitudes associated with
the gender opposite the one assigned socially and culturally to their biological sex.
This can include modifications to their bodies, or not.'> In some countries, these terms
have a derogatory connation and should be avoided. However, in Argentina in the
1990s, activists gave a new meaning to the term travesti, giving it a new connotation
as a political identity.'* In South America, the term is used to express a trans identity.

Introduction

Globally, women’s incarceration is growing
at an alarming rate: between 2000 and 2017,
the female prison population increased by
53.3 percent, while that of men increased by
19.7 percent.” Repressive drug policies are
the primary cause of women’s incarceration
in Latin America, causing disproportionately
negative consequences for these women,
their families, and communities. Within the
population of people deprived of liberty, there
are groups that face greater vulnerabilities
or have special needs, such as women and
LGBTI+ persons. Historically, trans women
have been subjected to discrimination,
criminalization, and institutional violence, in
all regions of the world."

The Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights (IACHR) has stated that “violence and
discrimination against trans children and trans
youth begins early, because they are often
expelled from their homes, schools, families
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and communities, because of their gender
identity”!” Trans women often face situations
of poverty, social exclusion, and violations of
their rights to education, employment, health,
and housing; stigma, discrimination, and
transphobia; violence, and sexual and physical
abuse. These factors frequently lead to them
working in highly criminalized informal
economies, such as the drug trade, sex work,
or sex for survival. As a result, they are profiled
by the police as being “dangerous,” making
them more vulnerable to police abuse and to
being incarcerated.'

Generally speaking, while available data is
insufficient, our research indicates that trans
women are overrepresented in prison as
compared to other groups. In these enclosed
environments, these challenges often get
exacerbated and amplified, and multiply.
Although all people deprived of liberty are
vulnerable during their incarceration and
structural factors limit the enjoyment of
their basic human rights, some groups face
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additional punishment, which leads to greater
vulnerability. The incarceration of trans
women poses additional challenges related
to where they are housed, their identification,
invasive body searches, limited access
to medical services (including hormone
treatments, supervised body transformations,
and services for people living with sexually
transmitted diseases), privacy, and conjugal
visits, among other issues. The evidence shows
that trans women often suffer discrimination
and abuse when they seek help from the legal
system. In parallel, a significant number of
trans women in correctional institutions have
denounced abuses perpetrated by criminal
justice personnel, including discrimination,
sexual coercion, harassment, and aggression.

In Latin American countries, there is an
alarming absence of standards and public
policies to assist and care for LGBTI+ people
deprived of liberty—in particular with regard
to protection measures against discrimination
and abuse. In addition, the dearth of
information and gender- disaggregated
statistics does not allow for assessing the link
between drug policies and the incarceration of
trans women. However, the data available, as
in the case of Argentina, does allow for making
a connection between these two factors.
Whether this link is a reality across the entire
region remains unclear, in part because of the
absence of records that incorporate a gender

perspective. Given that official data does not
exist and the LGBTI+ population behind bars
is rendered invisible, this report constitutes a
first attempt to study the lives of trans women
in prison.

To carry out this study, a participatory research
approach was undertaken, through a process
led by trans women who have been in prison.
The report includes in-depth interviews
with this group, along with testimonies and
documents from workshops, gatherings, and
focus groups carried out by organizations
dedicated to this issue. To make up for the
lack of statistical data, a questionnaire was
designed (see Annex 1) and distributed to
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
throughout the region, with information
gathered in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Mexico, and Uruguay. In addition,
some of the authors of this report belong to
national and regional organizations of trans
women that seek to increase the visibility of
this group’s deprivation of liberty.

This report is the result of a collaborative
effort on the part of a working group on
women, drug policy and incarceration in
Latin America and the Caribbean." While the
report focuses on trans women in prison, we
recognize that LGBTI+ individuals, including
trans men, deprived of liberty face complex
challenges, and we hope this study sheds
light on the need for public policy reforms to

“Today we know that we take on our identity between the ages of 8 and 13, and many of
us end up on the street after that..Yet society is indifferent to the types of violence and the
resulting helplessness and extreme vulnerability we face. So, we are forced to migrate, crossing
not only (geopolitical) borders, but also migrating from the heterosexual family to an abyss,
to absolute vulnerability. With the complicity of an indifferent society... we get to know the
police and the state through systematic persecution, forced prostitution, sexual exploitation,
incarceration with no legal grounds or due process, bribes, and violence.”

Conclusions of the Workshop on Transvesticides and Transfemicides at the
Plurinational Gathering of Women, Lesbians, Travestis, Trans, Bisexuals, Non-Binaries

and Intersexuals, Argentina®
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benefit this group more broadly. It explores
the framework of rights protection for trans
women deprived ofliberty at the international,
regional, and national level; the statistical data
available; structural inequalities existing prior
to detention; living conditions in contexts of
confinement; post-release social reintegration;
trans women’s experiences of agency; reforms
and good practices in the region; as well as
public policy recommendations to guarantee
the full exercise of this population’s dignity
and protection of its human rights.

Rights Protection Framework for
Trans Women Deprived of Liberty

In the majority of cases, the rights protection
framework for trans women deprived of
liberty is not made up of laws that are uniform
or even explicit regarding this population or
its legal situation. To examine this, the report
explores the existing regulations and standards
that protect their rights at the international,
regional, and national level.

International Regulatory
Framework

In international human rights law, the first line
of protection for the trans population is made
up of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights®' and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),** which
recognize the equality of all people and their
protection against discrimination on any
grounds.

With regard to protection for people
deprived of liberty, the main standards are
the Body of Principles for the Protection of
All Persons under Any Form of Detention
or Imprisonment” and the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners, also known as the Nelson
Mandela Rules.** Both of these set forth
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requirements and guidelines for respecting
the dignity and protecting the rights of people
deprived of liberty. And both establish the
principle of non-discrimination without any
distinction. While criticized for focusing only
on cis women, the 2010 United Nations (UN)
Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners
and Non-Custodial Measures for Women
Offenders (commonly known as the Bangkok
Rules) lay out the specific characteristics of,
and provide standards for, addressing the
needs of women deprived of liberty.** Another
instrument that forms part of the protection
framework for people deprived of liberty is
the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment,” which prohibits torture—
physical or mental—during interrogation or
in the treatment of any person subjected to any
form of arrest, detention, or imprisonment.

The framework of protection specifically for
trans women under international human
rights law includes the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
againstWomen (CEDAW)?*”and the Principles
on the Application of International Human
Rights Law in Relation to Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity (the Yogyakarta
Principles).?* CEDAW, established in 1979,
recognizes the differential approach that
women experience and commits signatory
states to implementing strategies to prevent
violence and guarantee women a life free from
discrimination. This UN agreement is binding
in nature, obligating all signatory states to
implement the Convention, and there is a
Committee dedicated to supervising progress
on this. Meanwhile, the Yogyakarta Principles
are a set of 29 principles proposed by a group
of human rights experts in 2006. Although
they are not binding, they serve as a guide
for applying the international framework to
cases that involve sexual and gender diversity.
The principles on the rights of the LGBTI+
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population in contact with the criminal justice
system include:

o The right to recognition before the law.
o The right to security of the person.

« The right of freedom from arbitrary
deprivation of liberty.

«  The right to a fair trial.

« The right to treatment with humanity
while in detention.

« The right to freedom from torture and
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

Regional Regulatory Framework

The multilateral agreements between Latin
American countries do not include special
protections for the LGBTI+ population or
for people deprived of liberty. However,
there are four conventions that provide
general protection for human rights without
discrimination, including those rights related
to sexual orientation and gender identity:

o The American Convention on Human
Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica).”’

« The Inter-American Convention against
All Forms of Discrimination and

Intolerance.?®

« The Inter-American Convention on the

Prevention, Punishment and Eradication
Women—the
Convention of Belém do Pard—which

of Violence against

recognizes the differential approach based
on gender.’'

o The Andean Charter for the Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights.*
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National Regulatory Framework

The regulations that protect the rights of trans
women vary among Latin American countries.
All countries establish the principle of equality
before the law in their constitutions, which
serves as a first line of protection even though
they do not include the category of gender
identity. Out of these countries, 8 have laws
against any form of discrimination, 16 have
laws against violence toward women, and just
4 countries—Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and
Uruguay—have approved gender identity
laws (see Table 1).

In addition, 16 countries allow people to
legally change their identity via different
means; the 4 countries previously mentioned
allow this in accordance with their gender
identity laws, while 8 others—Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Panama—allow it in their legislation on vital
records. Brazil, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela
have no specific laws in this area, but in recent
years people have managed to make changesin
their identity using judicial or administrative
channels. Furthermore, 8 countries have some
kind of national regulation and/or ruling
regarding housing trans women in prison (see

Table D of Annex2).

Available Statistical Information

Gender identity as a demographic category is
not included in most official surveys around
the region. Although some state institutions
in Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, and
Uruguay have carried out thematic surveys
focused on the LGBTI+ population, available
information is limited because it does not
allow disaggregation for trans people’s specific
experiences. Data on trans women deprived
of liberty is also scarce and, in general, does
not come from prison systems or official
institutions. This is particularly true in the
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Table 1. Recognition of Trans People’ Rights in National Laws, Regulations, or

Rulings
. National

The Anstional AR g paional TS regulations

Constitution anti- :';E. 5 law on i:':lll.le £ exist on

includes the discriminati B*"" o gender B3 housing

. based P change their
equality on law iol identity d trans
principle exists VIOIENCE exists gender women in
exists identity i
prison

Bolivia W v i v o .X .X
Brazil \"' x \."l x \"I \."l \.'J
Chile vy o X V v X v
Colombia \"’ x"l \.'J x \"I \.'J \.'J
Costa Rica v _x i x W X X
Cuba o X X X J X X
. X v X v X X
Ecuador of X v X X X
El Salvador W _x W x o o _x
Guatemala o X v X J X X
Haiti J X X X X X X
Honduras v X X X X X X
Mexico vy o v X v X v
Micaragua J X o X X X X
Panama o ' v X v X X
Paraguay of X N X X J X
Peru o o o x v }( K
UI'I]EI.]BY \"l x"l \.'J \"I \"I \-"l X
Venezuela v X V X J X X

Source: Prepared by the authors. See Annex 2 for the list of national laws, regulations and rulings.

countries that do not have national gender

identity laws—such as  Brazil—where
information is produced at the initiative of
NGOs and the data refers to the LGBTI+
population overall, without differentiating

between groups.

In the case of Argentina, Bolivia, and Uruguay,
the data is provided by the prison systems,
but is limited by underreporting, differences
in systematization, and shortcomings in
data collection. In Argentina, for example,
the National System of Statistics for the
Enforcement of Sentences (Sistema Nacional
de Estadisticas sobre Ejecucién de la Pena,
SNEEP) began to record transgender
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people and travestis under the category of
transsexuals, rendering visible only part of the
population, which can lead to underreporting
of information.

With regard to the second limitation, each
country has a different way of systematizing
the data. Argentina and Uruguay have specific
information on trans women; Bolivia allows
for information disaggregation for each
group belonging to the LGBTI+ population;
and Brazil and El Salvador aggregate all
information on the LGBTI+ population. In the
case of Mexico, the only information available
is provided by the penitentiary system in the
capital, Mexico City, which reports a high
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proportion of incarcerated trans women,
presumably because it is a metropolis.*

Likewise, this information has limits in terms
of the modes of data collection. In the case of
Brazil, the number of trans women deprived
of their liberty (572)* is underrepresented,
considering the high incarceration rate
in that country (354 persons for every
100,000 inhabitants), which amounts to
around 744,216 people deprived of liberty.*s
Meanwhile, trans women run the risk of being
overrepresented in statistics on the prevalence
of HIV collected by the UN Program on HIV/
AIDS,’ since this group is subject to testing

Credit: Photo courtesy of Kenya Cuevas

with greater frequency due to the stigma of
being “carriers of venereal disease.”’

Taking these caveats into account, all the
available data shows that trans women
represent a significant proportion of the
LGBTI+ population in prison, exceeding 30
percent in Mexico City*® and in Bolivia®* (150
trans women out of 450 LGBTI+ persons,
and 32 out of 105, respectively). Meanwhile,
Argentina reported 128* trans women in
2017, while Uruguay reported 15 in 2019.*'

The lack of census statistics that would indicate
the proportion of trans women in relation to

“I got to a ‘drug house’ and, at that moment, the
Federal Police arrived. They ordered us to lie down
on the floor, they observed everyone and picked up
the girl who sold the drugs, who negotiated with
the police officers and they let her go. They turned
to me and asked, ‘How long have you been selling
drugs?’ I answered that the only thing I did was
use, but they arrested me anyway and put me
inside a white truck. They took me to Mexico City’s
Northern Prison for Men (Reclusorio Varonil

Norte). Days later, I received a sheet of paper that
said ‘Formal imprisonment order for the drug-related crimes of harm to health, possession,
distribution, and sale.” Months passed and finally my sentence was handed down: twenty-
four years. At that time, it occurred to me that I was never going to leave prison. This was a
lot of years and I was living with an illness, HIV/AIDS, without knowing yet what it was.
I experienced prison like any other trans woman in a male facility, where I was physically
assaulted and sexually abused, not just by the inmates but also by security personnel and

guards.

The years went by in prison and I started to defend myself. I acted as my own lawyer and
I managed to reduce my term, which allowed me to get out with a little less than half of
my sentence served. When I was released from prison, I prepared myself to work with my
fellow sex workers on caring for/preventing HIV. In 2018, I founded the Casa de las Mufiecas
Tiresias and very soon after I inaugurated the first shelter for trans women. This fight has not
been easy, nor will it ever be. I have seen my partners die over the years because of hate crimes
or because HIV took their lives, but my convictions hold firm, and I yell to the world that

being happy will be our revenge!”

(Testimony of Kenya Cuevas, trans activist, director of the Casa de las Mugiecas Tiresias
AC and of the Paola Buenrostro Shelter, Mexico)
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the total population means that, usingnumbers
alone, it is not possible to verify whether they
are particularly criminalized (though as noted
above, our research in prisons indicates that
this is the case). Similarly, the incidence of
other, associated vulnerabilities—in terms of
economic and educational level, migration
status, and the existence of family support—
is not known. Furthermore, the absence of
data prevents an assessment of important
categories for this population, such as the
offenses they are charged with, if they have
been sentenced, nationalities, age ranges,
etc. However, NGO reports have laid bare
the criminalization of trans women for drug-

related offenses that is not visible due to the
lack of official data.*?

In Argentina, punitive drugs laws are the
main cause underlying women’s and trans
people’s deprivation of liberty. In 2017, 43
percent of women (1,561) and 70 percent
of all trans people in prison (89) were
incarcerated for these offenses.”® Trans
women have been targeted for persecution
by security forces, putting them among the
sectors most criminalized and incarcerated.
Taking this data into account, it is necessary
to incorporate the situation of trans women
into debates regarding the disproportionate
impact of punitive drug policies.**

Inequalities Prior to Detention

Generally speaking, trans women are
deprived of the right to their identity and, in
consequence, of their basic human rights. The
unwillingness of the majority of countries
to recognize these identities is related to the
criminalization and stigmatization towards
them in the public imagination.* In addition,
the JACHR has reaffirmed the close links
between exclusion, discrimination, and the
short life expectancy of trans persons.* The
violence and discrimination against trans
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children and youth starts at an early age.
Similarly, the exclusion and discrimination
that affects trans women’s lives hampers their
access to basic rights, including to health,
education, and employment.

Access to Health

“Our revenge is reaching old age.”*’

In Latin America, trans women live 35 years
on average.* In Argentina, the average life
span for the general population is 77 years;
however, trans women die, on average, at
32 years of age, due to violence and social,
political, economic, structural, and systematic
exclusion.”” In Chile, the life expectancy of
trans women is just 37 years,** while in Brazil
and Mexico their life expectancy is 35 years
of age, whereas the average for the general
population is 75 years in Brazil and 77 years
in Mexico.*!

A second risk that trans women face is the high
prevalence of sexually transmitted infections,
such as the Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV), syphilis, and hepatitis B. In the case of
syphilis, studies in Argentina and Peru indicate
that its prevalence among trans women is
between 40 and 50 percent, with a similar rate
for the hepatitis B virus and herpes.** Like
other illnesses, HIV infection predominates
in contexts where there is greater inequality
and poverty, and a lack of access to social and
health services. The high prevalence of these
pathologies is also due, in part, to the barriers
to accessing health services that stem from
stigma and discrimination.

With regard to access to health services,
healthcare personnel sometimes let their work
be guided by stigma and stereotypes about
trans people, who can experience different
types of violence when seeking access to
that service. Some health workers prefer not
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Graph 1: Percentage of HIV Prevalence in Trans Women, Cis Women, and the Adult

Population
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Source: Graph prepared by the authors based on UNAIDS, National HIV Prevalence Among Transgender

People Data, 2018.%

to treat trans people, offering pretexts such
as “moral or sanitary reasons.”** The human
rights violations experienced by trans people
include misinformation by medical personnel
regarding available care options and the
rules for providing hormone treatment.”
This creates a hostile environment for trans
women and men, which discourages them
from seeking medical attention. According
to data from a survey by Argentina’s National
Institute of Statistics and Censuses (Instituto
Nacional de Estadisticas y Censos, INDEC),
48.7 percent of trans people have stopped
going to the doctor due to discrimination
related to their gender identity.>® Similarly,
13 percent of Mexican trans women reported

making the same decision, according to the
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2018 National Assessment of the LGBTI+
population (Diagnéstico Nacional de poblacién
LGBTI+).¥

Another health risk among trans women is
the use of hormones and filler substances
without professional medical help, due to
lack of access to proper health treatment. The
self-administration of these substances—
taught among groups by word of mouth—can
cause complications in the medium and long
term, including infections, gangrene, thyroid
problems, or kidney impairment. In Brazil,
34 percent of trans women use hormones
without a medical prescription, and in
Mexico, 24.6 percent have at some point used
filler substances, such as silicone, vegetable

oils, and polymers, among others.*®
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“Mapping the travesti and trans population’s life

b, experiences entails understanding the logic of

‘ structural inequality, where the hegemonic hetero-
cisnormative, racist, and classist model establishes
itself using distinct modalities of citizenship in an
economic, political, and state system. A critical
reflection on criminalization, stigmatization,
and pathologization allows for contextualizing
exclusion from the rights to gender identity,
to education—on the part of trans children
and adolescents—to migration, to personal
development without discrimination or violence.”

(Alba Rueda, trans activist. First Undersecretary for Policy Diversity of the Ministry
for Women, Gender and Diversity. President of the Argentina Trans Women/Mujeres
Trans Argentina social organization and member of the Noti Trans magazine. Researcher
of sexual dissidences at the Gender and Communications Department of the Floreal
Gorini Cultural Center of Cooperation and for the CLACSO “Bodies, Feminisms and

Territories” Working Group, Argentina)

Access to Education

People’s decision to take on gender identities
when they are in school involves physical,
social, and legal changes. On many occasions,
being shunned by the education community
leads to the temporary or definitive suspension
of their studies.” For example, 34.9 percent of
trans people in Argentina reported suffering
some kind of discrimination in the classroom,
while in Mexico the proportion rises to 45
percent.

In Bogota, Colombia, trans people are the
population group with the lowest level of
education: around 58 percent have only
completed high school and only 7.9 percent
attend university.* In Mexico, only 3 percent
of trans women who live in Mexico City have
completed higher education.®*

In Argentina, a 2012 survey of the trans
population shows that this group had low
levels of education. Twenty percent of those
surveyed finished high school, only 7 percent
said they had taken courses at a higher level,
and 2 percent said they had finished a tertiary
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or university-level education® In Mexico,
according to information provided by the
Almas Cautivas Association, 22.7 percent
of trans women surveyed were forced to
definitively abandon their studies: 4.1 percent
in post-graduate programs, 43.4 percent during
college, 35.9 percent in college preparatory
courses, 15.9 percent in high school, and 0.7
percent in elementary school.* In Guatemala,
the Health Ministry reported in 2014 that
37 percent of trans women had only studied

through high school.*

Meanwhile, in Chile, 52.9 percent of trans
adolescents stated tha